
The Blood (Water Baptism)

Is Water Baptism necessary for Salvation?  Peter says it is:

1 Pet 3:20-21  Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.  21  The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

Jesus says it is necessary:
Mark 16:16-17  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.  17  And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;

What exactly happens at Baptism and why is it necessary?
Sin demands a blood sacrifice:
Heb 9:22  And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.

Jesus came to shed His blood, to make a new covenant or agreement:

Matt 26:28  For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.  

The New Covenant did not begin until Jesus died.  While Jesus was still alive men were still under the Law (including the thief on the cross).

Heb 9:16-20  For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.  17  For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth.  18  Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated without blood.  19  For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the people,  20  Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined unto you.

The Passover foretold of the work that Jesus would do for us on Calvary.
Exod 12:1-14  And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying,  2  This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.  3  Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house:  4  And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take it according to the number of the souls; every man according to his eating shall make your count for the lamb.  5  Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats:  6  And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.  7  And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it.  8  And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it.  9  Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast with fire; his head with his legs, and with the purtenance thereof.  10  And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning; and that which remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire.  11  And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD's passover.  12  For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.  13  And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.  14  And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.

When John the Baptist saw Jesus the first time, he called him the Lamb of God!
John 1:36  And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God!

Jesus was the Passover lamb.  Notice how exact Jesus fulfilled the Passover requirements:

1.  The Lamb had to be male.  Jesus was male (Matthew 1:21)

2.  The Lamb had to be spotless and without blemish.  Jesus never sinned (Hebrews 4:15)

3.  The Lamb had to be set aside to die on the 10th day of the 1st month.  Judas Iscariot offered to betray Jesus to the priests on this exact day.  (Matthew 26:14-17)

4.  The Lamb had to be killed on the evening of the 14th day of the 1st month.  It was this exact time that Jesus was crucified and died (John 19:14-15)

5.  No bone of the lamb could be broken and it must be roast whole.  Similarly Jesus died without the Roman soldiers ever breaking a bone.  (John 19:36)

6.  The Lamb could not remain until morning, it had to be removed from the house that night.  So Jesus was not left upon the cross through the night but was removed the same evening that He was crucified (John 19:42)

7.  Even the Passover day being the 14th was critical because from God’s promise to Abraham until God promised David that the Messiah would come was 14 generations.  From King David until God used the prophet Isaiah to tell about the coming Messiah at the time of the Captivity was 14 generations, and from the time of Isaiah until Jesus was born was 14 generations! (Matthew 1:17)

What is the point?  Jesus perfectly fulfilled the Passover and became the sacrifice for our sin, but killing the Lamb was no good to the Israelites UNLESS THEY APPLIED THE BLOOD TO THE DOORPOSTS OF THEIR HOUSE!!!

How do we apply the blood to our lives?  Remember this scripture referring to the importance of blood?  

Heb 9:22  And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.
Luke 24:47  And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

Acts 2:37-39  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?  38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  39  For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.

We must apply the Blood of Jesus to our lives through Baptism!  

Rev 7:13-14  And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?  14  And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

The Apostle John saw a portrait of the church in heaven and they were clothed in robes that had been washed in the blood of the Lamb!

Also Water Baptism fulfilled the commandment of circumcision under the Law:

Gen 17:10-14  This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised.  11  And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you.  12  And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed.  13  He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.  14  And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant.

Col 2:11-14  In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:

12  Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.  13  And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;  14  Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;

Col 2:11-14  In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ,  12  having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.  13  When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins,  14  having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. (NIV)

By what method should we be baptized?  Only adults are baptized in scripture and only by complete immersion in water.  The Greek word for baptism is ‘baptizo’ which means “to immerse completely in water.” “Sprinkling is never found.

John 3:23  And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized.

Matt 3:16  And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:

Acts 8:38-39  And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.  39  And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.

By what formula should we be baptized?  Everytime somebody was baptized in scripture they were baptized “in Jesus’ name!”

Acts 2:37-39  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?  38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  39  For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.

Acts 8:16-17  (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)  17  Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.

Acts 10:44-48  While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word.  45  And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.  46  For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter,  47  Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?  48  And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.

Acts 10:48  So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.

Acts 19:1-6  And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples,  2  He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.  3  And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism.  4  Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.  5  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  6  And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.

Acts 22:16  And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.

Rom 6:3-4  Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  4  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

Col 2:12  Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

Gal 3:26-27  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  27  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

What about Matthew 28:19??????  Many religions ignore every other instance of baptism in the Bible and baptize “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” because of a misinterpretation of Matthew 28:19.  Let’s look at this scripture and see if it contradicts the rest of the Word of God, or supports the other scriptures:

Matt 28:18-20  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

Jesus commanded His disciples to go baptize in “the name” of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.  In all of the other scriptures (listed above), Jesus’ disciples obeyed this command by baptizing in “the name of the Lord Jesus.”  Either Jesus’ disciples, who were with Jesus daily and heard Him give the command, were wrong, or the multitudes of religions today who insist on baptizing in the titles are wrong!  A realization of what Jesus really said shows that the disciples did obey Jesus by baptizing “in the name of Jesus.”  Jesus commanded in Matthew 28:19 to baptize in the “name” not “names.” There is only one name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost and that name is Jesus.  

John 5:43  I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.

Jesus stated that he had come in “my Father’s name,” what was His name?  Jesus Christ.  So the name of the Father is Jesus.

John 14:26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

Now Jesus says that the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, will be sent “in my name.”  What was His name?  Jesus Christ.  So the name of the Holy Ghost is Jesus.

Matt 1:21  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.

When Mary gave birth to the Son of God, she was commanded by the angel to call His name Jesus.  So the name of the Son is Jesus.

The disciples did not disobey Matthew 28:19, they understood what Jesus was saying and they obeyed it exactly by baptizing “in the name of Jesus.”  Rather than repeating what Jesus had said, as many religions do today, the disciples obeyed what Jesus said!  Peter put it this way:
Acts 4:12  Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.
And Zechariah put it this way:

Zech 14:9  And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one.

And Paul put it this way:

Eph 4:5-6  One Lord, one faith, one baptism,  6  One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

Of all the different ways that religions today baptize, only one baptism is correct, and that is the baptism commanded by Jesus and practiced by His disciples.  If you have been baptized any other way but being completely covered in water in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, then you must be rebaptized!




